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Deconstructing Disney /Bonner


Bambi (David Hand, 1942, 67 min.)

Adapted from the story by Felix Salten

Abstract (adapted from box cover, Netflix.com and IMDB.com):
Disney's golden age of animation is revived with this digital restoration of Bambi, the young deer hailed as the “Prince of the Forest” at his birth. As Bambi grows, he makes friends with the other animals of the forest, learns the skills needed to survive, and even finds love. One day, however, the hunters come, and Bambi must learn to be as brave as his father if he is to lead the other deer to safety. Animators restored the film's original hand-rendered animation, bringing beloved characters like Thumper the Rabbit and Flower the Skunk to life.
Cast:

Great Prince of The Forest (Fred Shields) 

Baby Bambi (Bobby Stewart
)

Young Bambi (Donnie Dunagan)

Adolescent Bambi (Hardie Albright)

Adult Bambi (John Sutherland)

Bambi’s Mother (Paula Winslowe)
Friend Owl (Will Wright)

Young Flower (Stan Alexander)

Young Thumper (Peter Behn)

Adult Thumper (Sam Edwards)

Mrs. Quail / Pheasant (Thelma Boardman)

Adult Faline (Ann Gillis)
Young Faline (Cammie King)
Adolescent Flower (Tim Davis)

Adult Flower (Sterling Holloway)

The Jungle Book (Wolfgang Reiterman, 1967, 78 min.)
Adapted from the story “Mowgli”by Rudyard Kipling

Abstract (adapted from box cover, Netflix.com and IMDB.com):
The lush and lively jungle comes alive in this beloved Disney film that tells the story of Mowgli, an Indian boy raised by wolves. When the wolves hear that the fierce tiger, Shere Kahn, is nearby, they decide to send Mowgli to a local "man village." On his way to the village, he befriends a wise panther, a crazy orangutan, a hypnotic snake, and a lovable bear with a happy-go-lucky philosophy of life. But when Shere Kahn learns of Mowgli's presence, he tracks the boy down. A musical celebration of friendship, fun and adventure featuring the Oscar-nominated song “The Bare Necessities,” this was the last animated film to receive Walt Disney’s personal touch.
Cast:

Mowgli (Bruce Reitherman)

Baloo (Phil Harris)

Bagheera (Sebastian Cabot)

Shere Khan (George Sanders)

Kaa (Sterling Holloway)

King Louie (Louis Prima)

Col. Hathi / Buzzie (J. Pat O'Malley)

Winifred (Verna Felton)

Junior (Clint Howard)

Flaps (Chad Stuart)

Dizzy (Lord Tim Hudson)

Akela (John Abbott)

The Girl (Darleen Carr)

Rama (Ben Wright)

Flunkey (Leo DeLyon )

Shere Khan (singing voice Thurl Ravenscroft)
Questions for Discussion:

1.  How are femininity and masculinity constructed in Bambi and The Jungle Book? Give some examples from the films, and explain how your examples illustrate the roles expected of females and males.

2.  How are race and class constructed in Bambi and The Jungle Book? Give some examples from the films, and explain how your examples illustrate the roles expected of differing races and classes.

3.  How is “Nature’s story” constructed in Bambi and The Jungle Book? Give some examples from the films, and explain how your examples illustrate it.

4.  What was the historical context in which Bambi and The Jungle Book were made? What are the major historical events that might influence plots, characters, etc. Consider especially any liberties that Walt Disney may have taken with the original stories. How might these resonate with contemporary audiences in 1941 and 1967? Or today?
5.  What are some possible “positive” readings of these films? What “good” lessons do the films teach? Give examples and explain why.
